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DISSEMINATION OF A UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE NOTICE
(Introduction of a Checked Baggage Screening Procedure
of the Transportation Security Administration (T. SA))

To:  Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Bureau Directors
Directors of Services, Centers and Heads of Units
Regional Directors
Schools Division/City Superintendents
All Others Concemed

1. - For the information and guidance of all concemned, enclosed is a copy of a Notice
dated February 4, 2003 issued by the United States (U.S.) Department of State, Office of
Foreign Missions in Washington, D.C., regarding the introduction of a checked baggage
screening procedure conducted by the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) prior to
air travel.,

2. This information will be helpful to those who will be traveling to the United
States or to any of its territories.

3. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.
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United States Department of State

Office of Foreign Missions
Washington, D.C. 20520

NOTICI
Regaiding TSA Baggage Screening

[ response (o the concerns of foreign missions about the inlroduction of a checked
baggage screening conducted by the Transporlation Security Administration (TSA) prior to ajr
travel, tho Office of Foreign Missions provides the following general information:

One of the many vonsequences of the evenls of September | 1, 2001, has been a steady
increase In inspections of airline baggage by the TSA. In addition te examining randomly
selected carry-on items, TSA began screening all checked bags on December 31, 2002, In
some instances, the screening includes opening luggage after it has been checked in by the
passenger.

Leaving bags unlocked will avoid the potential need for them to he opened foreibly, TSA
is moving toward providing travelers with free, padiock-like seals thal screeners can snip open if
a search is necessary. Bul for now, air iravelers are advised to use cable or zlp ties as an
alternative to baggage locks. If a checked bag |s searched, a slatement lo that effect will be
inserted in the bag to notify the owner,

TSA has developed bag search plans wilh each of the alrporls in the U.S, Besides the
large Explosive Deteclion System (EDS) machines, screening will be done using such methods
as explosives trace deteclor machines, explosives-sniffing dogs, passenger-bag matching, and
hand searches. OFM reminds the diplamalic community that the Vienna Conventions do not
prohibit the searching of luggage if there is suspicion of conlraband, and any luggage that
triggers a responso by the EDS, explosives detector machines, dogs, or fails passenger-bag
matching falls under lhe suspicion of holding comtraband.

In arder 1o ensure thal luggage screening proceecds smoolhly, TSA provides the following
packing lips:

~Do not pack food or heverages in chocked bags,

-lack footwear on top of olher cantenis.

-Put personal belongings in clear plastic hags lo redune chances of a TSA screaner
having to handle them.

-Spread hooks out - - do not stack books,

-Leave gifts unwrapped, should screening require thern lo be opened.

-Put scissors, pocketknives, and other sharp items in checked bags; never canvy-on.
-DO NOT PLACE FILM IN CHECKED BAGS PECAUSE SCREENING EQUIPMENT
WILL DAMAGE T,

~Faor other lips, visit www. TSATravelTips us.

OFM is ready at any liine to Provide advice and assislance. If you have any queslions on
baggage screening, call our Customs liaison staff at 202 895-3540 ar 895-3618.
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