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DepEd seeks to bring all school-age OSCY back to formal education. It 
implements various programs that encourage enrollment and school 

attendance. These include, among others: improvements in the learning 
environment, school-based feeding for undernourished elementary school 
children, financial assistance to secondary level students in private schools, and 
the SHS program that includes employment as exit option.

Some children and youth however, face certain circumstances that constrain 
them from completing basic ed. The difficulty of returning to formal school 
intensifies as a learner grows older, as pressures to find work or stay at home 
become greater. ALS provides a NFE pathway for these individuals to finish  
basic ed. 

ALS-EST, as a variant of ALS, targets OSY and adults who were unable to finish 
basic ed so they can live and participate meaningfully as productive and engaged 
members of the community. 

Target Learners

ALS-EST is intended mainly for individuals who are

• 15 years and above

• out of school  

• were unable to finish basic ed 

This is the same main participating 
clientele of ALS. For 2018, ALS has a 
total enrollment of 838,843 learners, of 
which 650,663 or 77.6% are age 15 to 
30 (see Table 3-1).

The Learners 

Enrollment Requirements 

At present, ALS-EST is offered for 
pilot implementation only in a limited 
number of DepEd schools. More 
schools and other ALS delivery modes 
will offer ALS-EST in the future.
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Table 3-1. Age Distribution of ALS Enrollment, 2018

21 2,009 6,035 39,052 47,096

22 1,947 5,250 33,021 40,218

23 1,933 4,878 29,516 36,327

24 1,784 4,153 24,472 30,409

25 1,648 3,876 21,524 27,048

26 1,696 3,679 19,713 25,088

27 1,465 3,105 16,806 21,376

28 1,611 3,108 15,708 20,427

29 1,357 2,557 12,839 16,753

30 1,347 2,,355 11,105 14,807

31 and Above 32,723 31,463 97,342 157,826

Total 66,104 139,862 632,877 838,843

Age BLP A&E Elementary A&E Secondary Total

14 and Below 4,549 14,628 11,177 30,354

15 1,653 9,455 18,216 29,324

16 2,154 10,934 46,972 60,060

17 2,206 10,248 61,485 73,939

18 2,638 10,926 69,501 83,065

19 2,406 8,058 56,051 66,515

20 2,325 7,509 48,377 58,211

Source: LIS, as of December 2018

Qualified learners who intend to enroll in an ALS-EST program need to:

• Accomplish an enrollment form (see Box 3-1 for a sample) 

• Submit three basic documentary requirements:

 Birth Certificate 
 Barangay Clearance
 Photocopy of report card of last school attended

• Attend an orientation and pre-enrollment interview, either in the school 
offering the Program or in a designated interview venue 
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Box 3-1. Sample ALS-EST Application Form

Date : :
Skills Program :

Last Name 

• Address:
Barangay Province  

• Birthdate (mm/dd/yyyy):  _____/_____/________ Place of Birth (Municipality/City) 

• Civil Status:  

• Religion: ____________• IP (Specify ethnic group) : ______________ • Mother Tongue : _______________ PWD: □Yes □No

• Name of Father/Legal Guardian

Last Name 

•  Mother's Maiden Name

Last Name 

Learner's Basic Profile
ALS-EST ENROLMENT FORM (ASF2)

First Name Middle Name 

Department of Education
ALTERNATIVE LEARNING SYSTEM - EDUCATION AND SKILLS TRAINING

First Name Middle Name Name Extension

LRN (if available) 

Personal Information  (Part I)

First Name Middle Name Occupation

Municipality/City House No./Street/Sitio

□Single         □Married        □Widow/er         □Separated        □Solo Parent   • Sex:  □Male    □Female

Occupation

Elementary :

Secondary :       □G-7         □G-8        □G-9       □G-10    □G-11

• Why did you drop out of school? (For OSY only) 
□No school in Barangay □School too far from home    □Needed to help family
□Unable to pay for miscellaneous and other expenses Others:

• Have you attended ALS learning sessions before? □YES  □NO  
  If Yes:
Name of the Program:  _____________________________________________ Level of Literacy: □Basic  □Elem. □Sec. □InfEd 
Year Attended:  ___________ Have you completed the Program? (Yes/No) _______

If NO, state the reason:

• How far is it from your home to your Learning Center? 
• How do you get from your home to your Learning Center?
• When can you attend your Learning Session? 

in kms in hours and mins.
Accessibility and Availability  (Part III)

_______________________________________   _____________________________
Facilitator:  Signature and Date Learner:  Signature and Date 

      □K             □G-1        □G-2       □G-3        □G-4        □G-5         □G-6  

Educational information  (Part II)
• Last grade level completed

□Walking        □Motorcycle        □Bicycle        □Others (Pls. Specify)  ___________
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Screening Process

All ALS-EST applicants undergo a screening process that determines their 
suitability and readiness for the ALS-EST program. There are separate screenings 
for the education and skills training components of the Program.

Screening Process for the Education Component 

This follows the same procedures as the regular ALS program.

• The applicant-learner takes the Functional Literacy Test (FLT). Learners 
identified to be at the basic literacy level will also take the Assessment of 
Basic Literacy (ABL).

• The applicant-learner undergoes 

 a review of prior learning
 a self-assessment of his/her abilities and readiness for different levels of 
learning

• The applicant-learner has an interview-counselling session with an ALS-EST 
teacher.

 The results of this screening process will determine an appropriate starting 
level for the learner (for example, Basic Literacy, Elementary, Secondary), and 
his/her priority learning needs.

Screening Process for the Skills Training Component

This varies depending on the specific skills training offered by the school. ALS-
EST schools usually offer skills training covered by Technical Education Skills and 
Development Authority (TESDA) Training Regulations (TR).

• The screening is based on various criteria corresponding to the nature, 
complexity, and prerequisites of the skills training s/he applies to. 

 Successful applicant-learner takes the TESDA National Certification (NC) 
test at the end of the skills training program. All applicants are required 
to speak and read basic conversational English since ALS-EST training 
manuals and written skills tests are in English. 
 Several TESDA NC level skills have a minimum age requirement.

• The Skills Trainer meets with the applicant-learner to assess his/her suitability 
for the skill areas. 
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Joint Review 

The ALS teacher and Skills Trainer together review the screening results, and 
determine if the offered ALS-EST program is appropriate for the learner. 

The ALS teacher and Skills Trainer assess and determine the learning level in the 
ALS basic ed program the applicant-learner should start. 

• If the applicant-learner is 15 to 17 years old, s/he will be assigned to a program 
for up to Junior High School (JHS) level.

• An applicant-learner may be assigned to a program of SHS equivalency if  
s/he is at least 18 years old, and has previously completed JHS through formal 
education or ALS/ALS-EST.

If it is determined that the ALS-EST program on offer is not suitable for the 
applicant-learner, the school shall explore and refer him/her to an alternative 
program or another ALS-EST school with the appropriate program.

Registration into the Learner Information System

After the applicant-learner is admitted to the Program, the ALS teacher inputs the 
learner’s profile into the Learner Information System (LIS). 

• The learner is tagged as an 
ALS-EST Learner. 

• A learner can only be tagged 
by one school. There shall be 
no cross-enrollment in an ALS-
EST program with another 
school. 

• The ALS teacher registers the 
learner to the LIS using the 
account given to him/her by 
the ALS System Administrator 
who is the Education Program 
Specialist for ALS (EPSA) from 
the Division Office. 

The school administrator and authorized personnel in the division, regional, and 
central offices have access to the Learner’s information. 

LEARNER INFORMATION 
SYSTEM 

D.O. 26, s. 2015 established the LIS as an 
accurate and reliable registry of learners 
and schools, and to ensure availability of 
relevant data and information for planning 
and implementation. All schools register and 
update their learners’ profiles using the LIS. 
Once registered, a learner is issued a permanent 
Learner Reference Number, which  
is used for the entirety of her/his basic ed 
program. 
The LIS can be accessed through: https://lis.deped.
gov.ph. 
An ALS teacher accesses the LIS using an official 
account.



ALS-EST Handbook for Implementers    29

The Learners 

Benefits to Learners

After completing the screening process, a qualified ALS-EST Learner is ready to 
enjoy the benefits of the Program.

• All ALS-EST Learners are seen as partners, directing their own learning and 
journey to their personal development.

• The Program does not have a single duration across its courses. It varies 
depending on the Learner’s level of prior learning and the nature of the skills 
training s/he chooses. 

• The Program is conducted through face-to-face learning sessions, supported 
by independent learning. 

• DepEd covers expenses for materials, tools, and supplies required for the 
implementation of the ALS-EST program. The Learner’s participation in the 
ALS-EST program is free of charge.

• The Learner is expected to cover only minimal incidental costs, if any. The 
school will exert efforts to mobilize counterpart resources from LGUs and 
other partners to help cover incidental expenses.

The ALS-EST Learner gains basic ed competencies and technical vocational skills 
suited to their age and level of learning.

• The Learner is assigned to the appropriate basic ed level: elementary, JHS or 
SHS.

• The Learner attends skills training that matches and enhances his/her current 
skillset.

• Completion of the ALS-EST program prepares the Learner to take the A&E 
Test for the appropriate level as well as the TESDA NC if s/he chooses.

• Upon exit from and completion of the ALS-EST program, the Learner is ready 
for various opportunities. The Program is designed to equip him/her with 
the necessary competencies needed for any of the following (see Chapter 9, 
Post-Program Options):

 Entry back to formal school 
 Higher education 
 Middle or higher-level skills training 
 Employment 
 Entrepreneurship
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