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Republic of the Philippines ' ED
Department of Education q et
Tanggapan ng Kalihim
Office of the Secretary
NOV 0 32004

DepED MEMORANDUM
No. 436 'S 2004

DISSEMINATION OF PROCLAMATION NQ. 713 AND EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 361

Tao: Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretanes
Bureau Directors
Directors of Servicas, Centers and Heads of Units
Regional Directars
Schoaols Division/City Superintendents

1. For the information and guidance of all concerned, enclosed are copies of
Proclamation No. 713 dated September 22, 2004 entitled “Declar:ng September of Every
Year as Rule of Law Month and for the Department of Education to Implement Programs
and Activities in the Observance Thereof” and Executive Order No. 361 dated September
22, 2004 entitled “Establishing the Policy of Promating Awareness of and Respect for the
Rule of Law in the Basic Educational System”, which are self-explanatory.

2. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.
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FLORENCIO B. ABAD
Secretary

Sheila, MPPD, DM PR Mg, 713 anel EO No 361

Chedobenr 7, 2004

Encls.:
As stated

Reference:
MNone

Allotment: 1—(D.Q. 50-97)
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(Enclosure No. | to DepED Memorandum No. 436, s. 2004)

Alalacanang
Manila

PROCLAMATION NO. 713

DECLARING SEPTEMBER OF EVERY YEAR AS RULE OF LAW MONTH AND
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO IMPLEMENT PROGRAMS AND
ACTIVITIES IN THE OBSERVANCE THEREOF

WHEREAS, the Constitution ordains a socicly where the rule of law and
justice prevauls;

WHEREAS, thc rule of law ensures the orderly enjovment by all persons
of their rights and freedoms and secures the attainment of national
development, economic progress, and political stability;

WHEREAS, the government is duty-bound to promote awarcness and
respect for the rule of law and understanding for evervone, especially as part of
the value formaton of the youth;

WHEREAS, in line with the Action Program for Judicial Reform initiated
bv Chiefl Justice Hilario G, Davide, Jr., the integration of the teaching of respect
for the rule of law and the workings of the judiciary in elementary and high
schonl curmcula is an effective tool in building constituencies for reforms in the
delivery of justice and sustaining development efforts in the country,;

WHEREAS, the Department of Education is mandated by law o
implemen: programs 10 enhance values formation among elementary and high
school students;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of the
Republic of the Phulippines, by virtue of the powers vested in" me by law, do
nerchy declare the month of September of every year as “Rule of Law Month”
and [or the Department of Education Lo implement programs and activities in
the vbservance thercofl. The Department of Education shall coordinate its
proprams and actuvities for the Rule of Law Month with the Supreme Court of
the Philippines.
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-(Enclosure Mo, 2 to DepED Memorandum No. 436, 5. 2004)

Malacanang
Manila

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. ¢

ESTABLISHING THE POLICY OF PROMOTING AWARENESS OF AND
RESPECT FOR THE RULE OF LAW IN THE BASIC
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

WHEREAS, the Constiturion declares as onc of its policics that the
State recognizes Lhe vital role of the youth in nation-building and thart it
shall promote and protect their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual,
and social well-being; that the State shall inculcate in the vouth
patriotism and nationalism, and encourage their involvement in public
and civic affairs (Article I, Section 13);

WHEREAS, the Constitutian also declares that the State shall give
priorily o education in lostering patriotism and narionalism, accelerating
social progress, and promoting total human liberation and d{"vClﬂlJlIlL.lll
{Article [, Section 17);

WHEREAS, the Constitution further declares that the State shall
encourage non-governmental, community-bascd or scctoral organizations
that promore the welfare of the nation {Article Il, Section 23);

WHEREAS, he¢ concerted effort of the government and the non-
governimenta:, community-based or sectoral organizations is necessary 1o
promote, among the pnhl c in general and the youth in partcular,
respect for the rule of law and greater awareness and understanding of
s importance as a platform for political reconciliation, cconomic
progress, and national development;

WHEREAS, promatng respect for and grepter awareness and
understanding of the rule of law substantially depends on the
improvement of the educational system, particularly on the training of
educarors and on the adequacy of learning malterials and resources:

WHEREAS, the Department of Education [ully supports the
pulicies sought to be established herein;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, Presicen.
of the Republic of the Philippincs, virtue ol the powers vested in me by
luw, do hereby order:
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SECTION 1. Declaration of Policies, - The following policies are
hereby established:

a. Greater public understanding of and respect for the importance
of the rule of law shall be promoted.

b. Awarcness on the role and functions of the judiciary shall be
developed, especially among the youlth.

c. A support base to sustain long-term judicial reform shall be
widened,

d. Community members, especially the youth, shall be mobilized
to recognize their stake and their responsibility for the
promotion of the rule of law, dispute resolution, and protection
of their nights.

SECTION 2. Role of Educational Imstitutions. - All public and
private elementary and sccondary schools are encouraged to promaote the
rule of law through the use of educational maltcrials such as the
Exemplar for Teachers, Students’ Manual on the Rule of Law, and
Students’ Digest on the Judiciary. These materials will be prepared with
the end in view of enhancing the cxisting curricula already prepared by
the Department of Education for both elementary and high schoaol
students.

SECTION 3. Proficiency of Teachers. - The Department of
Education, through the DepEd Special Concerns Division, as well as the
privale educational institutions and non-governmental organizations
tasked with managing the program, shall conduet training programs
nationwide to enhance the skills ol teachers in conflict resolution and in
reacking the rule of law and the role of the judiciary in strengthening civil
soC1ely.

SECTION 4. Implementing Authority. - The Departiment of
FEducation is hereby directed to take aclive steps ta ensure the
implementation  of this  Exccutive Order and  monitor compliance
therewith by all public and privale insttutions of learning in the
clementary and sceondary levels.

SECTION 5. Support Mechanisms. The Department of
Education shall secure the necessary [unding support to provide
adequale learning materials and resources that will promote and develop
awareness of the rule of law and the role of the judiciary primarily among
clementary and high school students, It may collaborate with other
branches of government and institutions, such aps the judiciary, to
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