Republic of the Philippines
Department of Education

11 AUG 2014
DepEd MEMORANDUM

No. Q@ ,s. 2014
2014 INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW (IHL) DAY

To: Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Bureau Directors
Directors of Services, Centers and Heads of Units
Regional Directors
Schools Division Superintendents
Heads, Public and Private Elementary and Secondary Schools

1. In compliance with Executive Order No. 134, s. 1999, declaring the 12t day
of August of every year as International Humanitarian Law Day (Enclosure No. 1),

the Department of Education (DepEd), joins the Department of National Defense
(DND) and other government agencies, in celebrating the 15t Anniversary of
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) Day. The theme for this year’s celebration is
IHL: Empowering the Vulnerable in Times of Armed Conflict.

2. This Commemoration aims to raise the people’s consciousness and promote
greater awareness of the principles of IHL.

3. In this regard, the regional and schools division offices including schools are
encouraged to support the said observance and undertake related activities such as
the following:

a. Hoisting of streamer depicting this year’s theme and logo
(Enclosure No. 2);

b. Integration of the celebration in the different subject areas;

c. Discussion on current issues involving children on how to protect
themselves during armed conflict, in appropriate subject areas;
and

d. Organize child-friendly activities such as art contest, poster-and
slogan-making, children’s fair, and/or photo exhibit.

4. Expenses incurred relative to the conduct of activities for the said
celebration shall be charged to local funds subject to the usual accounting and
auditing rules and regulations.

5. For more information, interested individuals may contact the Office of the
Undersecretary for Legal and Legislative Affairs, Department of Education,
DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City at telephone nos.: (02) 633-5429 and
(02) 633-7205.

6. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum ig desired.

BR. ARMIN A.ALUISTRO FSC
Secretary

DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City 1600 p633—7208/633—7228/632-1361 ii-ii‘.' 636-4876/637-6209 4 www.deped.gov.ph



Encls.:
As stated

Reference:
DepEd Memorandum No.: 336, s. 2009

To be indicated in the Perpetual Index
under the following subjects:

CELEBRATIONS AND FESTIVALS
SCHOOLS
LEGISLATIONS

SMA, DM 2014 International Humanitarian Law Day
0567-August 7, 2014




(Enclosure to DepEd Memorandum No. 90, s. 2014)

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 134 - DECLARING AUGUST 12, 1999 AND EVERY 12TH DAY OF
' AUGUST THEREAFTER AS INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW DAY

WHEREAS, the Philippines adheres to the principles of human rights and
humanitarian laws enshrined in international human rights treaties and
instruments to which it is a State Party;

WHEREAS, human rights laws apply both in times of peace and during
armed conflict, while International Humanitarian Law, or the laws of
armed conflict, apply only during times of war or armed conflict;

WHEREAS, the Philippines, as a Contracting Party to the Four Geneva
Conventions of August 12, 1949: (1) Geneva Convention for the
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in
the Field; (II) Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of
the Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea;
(III) Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War;
and (IV) Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, and Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions and
Relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts
which was acceded to by the country on 11 December 1986, subscribes to
the basic principle of disinterested humanitarian aid to all victims of war
and armed conflict without discrimination.

WHEREAS, in solidarity with the other Contracting Parties to the four
Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol 11, the Philippines accepts
direct responsibility for the application of international humanitarian law
when involved in an armed conflict.

WHEREAS, the officials and personnel of government departments, law
enforcement agencies, and local government units need to enhance their
understanding of the principles of international humanitarian law in order
to further strengthen their resolve to adhere to, promote and protect these
principles;

WHEREAS, the commemoration of International Humanitarian Law Day will
raise the people’s consciousness and promote greater awareness of the
principles of International Humanitarian Law;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH EJERCITO ESTRADA, President of the
Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby declare
August 12, 1999 and every 12th day of August thereafter as International
Humanitarian Law Day. v

All concerned departments and agencies of the government are enjoined to



observe International Humanitarian Law Day and to actively support and
participate in programs and activities to commemorate this Day.

The Department of National Defense and the Department of Foreign Affairs
are hereby directed to co-chair an ad-hoc committee that will formulate
and implement these yearly activities, in collaboration with the
International Committee of the Red Cross in Manila, the Philippine National
Red Cross and the concerned non-government organizations and people’s
organizations in the country.

The budget for these yearly activities shall be included in the annual
appropriations of the Department of National Defense.

Done in the City of Manila, this 31st day of July, in the year of Our Lord,

nineteen hundred and ninet







