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THE COMPREHENSIVE ORAL HEALTH PROGRAM OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF EDUCATION 

I. RATIONALE

Oral health is essential to good health and general well-being. It has 
important implications not only for physical health but also for one's social life, 
emotional health, and the viability of one's career and personal goals. Good oral 
hygiene - specifically taking proper care of the mouth, teeth, and gums - can 
help prevent bad breath, tooth decay, gum disease, and tooth loss. It may help 

as well in preventing serious non-communicable diseases such as 
cardiovascular problems and diabetes. 

On June 29, 1963, Republic Act No. 3814 created the Bureau of Dental 
Health Services under the Department of Health (DOH) to take charge of the 
protection of the dental health of the people of the Philippines and the 
maintenance of an adequate standard of dental health services and the 
improvement of such standards. Thus, the Oral Health Program was 
developed. The program provided sound methods for improving oral health. 

Pursuant to this mandate, the DOH issued an Administrative Order (AO 
2007 -0007) on the guidelines in the implementation of the program, the basis 
for planning and implementing various oral health programs and projects in 
the country, and for the effective and efficient supervision and coordination of 
the total public health services of the DOH and all government and non
governmental agencies. 

To support this program, the Department of Education (DepEd) issued 
Department Orders (DO) and DepEd Memorandums (DM) to promote and 
maintain good oral health among learners through the prevention and control 
of oral diseases namely: DO No. 73, s. 2007 (Promoting Oral Health in Public 
Elementary Schools); DM No.255, s. 2008 (Expanded Universal Medical and 
Dental Check-up); DM No.65, s. 2009 (Implementation of the Essential Health 
Care Program (EHCP) for the School Children); DO. No. 10, s.2016 (Policy and 
Guidelines for the Comprehensive Water, Hygiene and Sanitation in Schools 
(WinS) Program); DO No.13, s. 2017 (Policy and Guidelines on Healthy Food 
and Beverage Choices in Schools and in DepEd Offices); Series of Issuances on 
School-Based Feeding Programs (SBFP); and, DO No.28, s. 2018 (Oplan 
Kalusugan sa Department of Education (OK sa DepEd) ). 

In cognizance to improve oral hygiene knowledge and practice to address 
the prevalence of dental caries and other oral health problems that impacts on 
the teaching-learning process and affecting overall productivity and 
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