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SPECIAL PROVISIONS ON PRIVATE SCHOOL VOLUNTARY CLOSURES AND PARTICIPATION 

IN GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE AND SUBSIDIES PROGRAMS 

IN LIGHT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

(Amends Certain Provisions of DepEd Order No. 88, s. 2010) 

To: Undersecretaries 
Assistant Secretaries 
Minister, Basic, Higher, and Technical Education, BARMM 
Bureau and Service Directors 

Regional Directors 
Schools Division Superintendents 
Public and Private Secondary School Heads 
All Others Concerned 

1. The Department of Education (DepEd) upholcts the right of every Filipino to
quality basic education by providing access through public or private educational
institutions. DepEd, pursuant to its constitutional mandate, maintains and supports
a complete, adequate, and integrated system of education relevant to the needs of the
people and society. As such, it exercises reasonable supervision and regulation of all
educational institutions in the basic education sector.

2. DepEd recognizes the complementary roles of public and private educational
institutions in the educational system. In support of this, the Department implements
several programs under the Government Assistance and Subsidies (GAS). Through the
GAS programs, DepEd provides financial support aimed at ensuring that private
education remains a viable option for learners. This contributes to the overall goal of
improving access to quality basic education.

3. Given the unprecedented crisis brought about by the COVID-19 Pandemic,
existing policies on private school regulation, as well as guidelines on GAS programs
must be reviewed, and if necessary, amended to be relevant and responsive to the

i needs of private schools, learners, and teachers, in support of basic education 
continuity amid the pandemic. The effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic are expected to 
pose a significant challenge to the operations of private schools and the continued 
participation of schools, learners, and teachers in the GAS programs; namely, the 
Education Service Contracting (ESC), Teachers' Salary Subsidy (TSS), and Senior High 
School Voucher Program (SHS VP). 

4. These special provisions are issued to amend pertinent provisions of DepEd
Order (DO) No. 88, s.2010 or the 2010 Revised Manual of Regulations of Private Schools
in Basic Education, and to extend assistance to beneficiaries of the GAS programs,
effective this School Year (SY) 2020-2021.
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