Republika ng Pilipinag B
Ragawaran ng Edukaspon

Tanggapan ng Pangalawang Kalihim

OUA MEMO 00-0521-0141

MEMORANDUM o
20 May 2021
For: Engr. ANNABELLE R. PANGAN

Chief, Education Facilities Division {EFD)

Subject: CHANGE OF SCHOOL FURNITURE DESIGN FOR 2021
AND LAST MILE SCHOOLS (LMS) PROJECTS

@.m

Based on various onsite checking and evaluation of school furniture,
particularly those delivered in 2018 and 2019, indications of low quality, poor
workmanship, and infestation with bukbok (wood borers), were found out, owing
perhaps to agency design and specifications.

In the course of the onsite check, prghable gaps or failures in the inspections,
acceptance and enforcement of warranties were noted. Though limitations in these
areas may already be addressed with the institutionalization of a logistics and
warehousing system, along with strengthened inspection mechanisms, a revisit of
the material specifications and workmanship standards proves helpful and will
complement thesé interventions. A new detailed specifications and standards
aimed at ensuring that these gaps are addressed should be welcome under the
circumstances. Ultimately, low-quality, poor workmanship and otherwise
substandard deliveries will be lessened, icg not entirely eliminated.

To address these recurring issues, it is highly recommended/instructed that,
instead of wooden chairs, Polypropylene (PP) plastic single chairs be provided for
learners (and teachers) for 2021 and for Last Mile Schools projects.

More than this, and very important, PP plastic single chairs will allow
maximum physical distancing as prescribed by IATF and health and safety
protocols under the Covid-19 pandemic. (We do not wish it, but the pandemic
situation will most likely stay for some time.)

Office of the Undersecretary for Administration (OUA)
{Administrative Service {AS), Information and Communications Technology Service (ICTS),
Disaster Risk Reduction and Mapagement Service [DRRMS), Bureau of Learner Support
Services (BLSS), Baguio Teachers Camp [BTC), Central Security & Safety Office (CSSO)f

Department of Education, Central Office, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City
Rm 519, Mabini Bldg; Mobile: +639260320762; Tel: [+632) 86337203, (+632) 86376207
Email: usec.admin@deped.gov.ph; Facebook/Twitter @depedtayo

3con thes OR Coge tavies

iR 1 ang Hagannes
A fmdr Pridiam™s




m.

Following are brief pros and cons of wood and PP plastic chairs.

Change in School Furniture for 2021 and Last Mile Schools Projects |

) | R e e |
| FROM ToO

Wood Chairs w/ Armrest and Polypropylene (PP) Plastic Single Chairs
2-seater Wood Benches for Learners [ = for Learners and Teachers
Wood is porous and absorbs water, and ‘ Made from molding material of injected |

when it does, the wood expands/swelis and | Polypropylene (PP), considered the safest of |
warps causing structural problems. Wood is | all plastics; PP is a robust plastic that is heat

vulnerable to water damage, rot, fire, | resistant and is unlikely to leach even when
decay, termites and wood borers. ' exposed to warm or hot water. |
|
Aithough wood may be treated or sealed, ‘ PP plastic chairs are resistant to termites
commercially available wood/lumber are | @gnay) and wood borers (bukbok}; they are
often not completely seasoned or dried, and | practical and not easily damaged by rain and
are susceptible to bukbok infestation. | floods.
| v
Traditional wood chair w/ armrest and | Single PP Plastic chairs are lighter, can easily ‘
2-seater wood benches are heavier and be transported, individually carried, moved,
pose greater logistical problems. | stacked, and stored. _
|
2-seater wood benches are bulkier and g_:ingle PP plastic chair (as opposed to the
| takes more space. Though practical for use aditional single wood chair w/ armrest and

under normal face-face health conditions, 2-seater wood benchies) allows maximum

! they are not adapted to and are not prescribed physical distancing under the Covid
designed to fully implement the physical pandemic health and safety protocols.
distancing prescribed under the Covid
pandernic.

Cleaning of wood chairs is often limited to | PP plastic chairs are easy to clean, and can be
dusting/dry wipes. | sprayed on with liquid sanitizer.
Bkl Rt R -

Attached are the drawings and technical specs of DepEd Student/Learner’s
Chair and Student/Learner’s Table (both using PP and Steel). The PP plastic
single chairs will be complemented by individual student/learner’s table, both ideal
and practical to implement prescribed physical distancing. [Please note that the
Teacher’s Chair will be the same as the High School (HS) Learner Chair.]

Drawings and technical specs of RepEd Teacher’s Table (using Wood and
Steel) is also attached for reference/guidance.

Color of steel is black, and all the other materials is Tortilla (Color Code HEX
#ab957e; RGB 171, 149, 126; CMYK 0%, 13%, 26%, 33%].

The original intent is to implement change in furniture design at same
costing, that is, with no additional cost. However, the shift in furniture design from
“double” to “single” format to allow and consider proper physical distancing will

incur additional materials due to additidnal steel/metal legs. Note that iron org...
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prices have significantly increased: iron ore price of $87.68 (USD) per dry metric
ton unit (dtmu) in February 2020 already cost $164.77 (USD) in February 2021.

The other factor to consider in this Covid pandemic situation is the logistics
cost. While delivery is to DepEd warehouses, the whole value chain got affected,
from raw materials sourcing, manufacturing, packaging, and delivery. Delivery is
only at the last stage of the whole proces§!

All said, the cost may need to be increased by 20%..

For your appropriate and immediate action.

@"‘
Cf: Assistant Secretary Salvador Malana III
Procurement and Administration
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